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About Ntungo Noble Projects, Inc. 

Ntungo Noble Projects, Inc. is a nongovernment 

not-for-profit organization headquartered in 

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada and dedicated to 

providing poverty relief for the people of 

Mwambezi village in Mbala District of the Republic of Zambia. The mission of Ntungo Noble is 

to lift the people of Mwambezi village out of poverty through education, food security, health 

and housing. Mwambezi village is located 12 km south-west of Mbala town on Chitimbwa Road. 

Ntungo Noble accepts donations from Friends of Mwambezi village, which is an online 

community whose membership is open to the citizens of the global village (or the world) who 

believe in a world without poverty. For more information about the work of Ntungo Noble visit 

the website at https://www.ntungonoble.org.  

 

Executive Director 

Chrispin Ntungo, Ph.D., ASQ-CQPA 

 

 

https://www.ntungonoble.org/
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The Case for Poverty Relief for the People of 

Mwambezi Village - Zambia 

By Chrispin Ntungo PhD 

Introduction 

MWAMBEZI VILLAGE is located 12 km south-west of the Town of Mbala 1000 kilometers 

from Lusaka, the capital city of the Republic of Zambia. You may not have the opportunity to 

visit Mwambezi village. Nevertheless, imagine a place where a woman fetches water from a 

stream six to eight kilometers away, fetches firewood from the forest, lives in a mud house with 

a dirty floor and no power and her children have no access to school. Sure, in this day and age, is 

it fair? No, it is rather simply appalling and sheer injustice. It is unacceptable. This article aims to 

arouse your empathy and help you learn about, and hopefully relate to, the plight of the people of 

Mwambezi village while trusting that you will positively respond to the call.  

What is poverty? 

According to the Economic and Social Inclusion Corporation (ESIC) of New Brunswick, 

Canada, poverty is about not having enough money to meet basic needs including food, clothing 

and shelter.  However, poverty is more, much more than just not having enough money. 

The World Bank Organization describes poverty in this way: 

“Poverty is hunger. Poverty is lack of shelter. Poverty is being sick and not being able to see a 

doctor. Poverty is not having access to school and not knowing how to read. Poverty is not 

having a job, is fear for the future, living one day at a time. . . . Most often, poverty is a situation 

people want to escape. So poverty is a call to action - for the poor and the wealthy alike - a call 

to change the world so that many more may have enough to eat, adequate shelter, access to 
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education and health, protection from violence, and a voice in what happens in their 

communities.” 

The United Nations Development Program (UNDP) has developed the multidimensional poverty 

index to provide a clear understanding of what constitutes poverty.  The UNDP asserts that: 

“Like development, poverty is multidimensional — but this is traditionally ignored by headline 

money metric measures of poverty. The Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI), published for the 

first time in the 2010 Report, complements monetary measures of poverty by considering 

overlapping deprivations suffered by individuals at the same time. The index identifies 

deprivations across three dimensions namely health, education and standard of living.”  

The health dimension encompasses nutrition and child mortality. The education dimension 

encompasses years of schooling and number of children enrolled. The standard of living 

dimension encompasses cooking fuel, toilet, water, electricity, floor and assets. 

What does it take to escape poverty? 

On September 25, 2015, the United Nations (UN) adopted a set of goals to end poverty, protect 

the planet and ensure prosperity for all as part of a new sustainable development agenda. The 

goals intended to transform the world by 2030 and beyond are summarized as follows: 

Goal 1:  No poverty 

Goal 2: Zero hunger 

Goal 3: Good health and well-being 

Goal 4: Quality education 

Goal 5: Gender equality 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E
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Goal 6: Clean water and sanitation 

Goal 7: Affordable and clean energy 

Goal 8: Decent work and economic growth 

Goal 9: Industry innovation and infrastructure 

Goal 10: Reduced inequalities 

Goal 11: Sustainable cities and communities 

Goal 12: Responsible consumption and production 

Goal 13: Climate action 

Goal 14: Life below water 

Goal 15: Life on land 

Goal 16: Peace, justice and strong institutions 

Goal 17: Partnerships for the goals 

Notice that twelve of the seventeen goals address poverty or the issues related to poverty 

directly. 

In its “Take action!” statement the UN asserts “End extreme poverty. Fight inequality and 

injustice. Fix climate change . . . . The Sustainable Development Goals are important, world-

changing objectives that will require cooperation among governments, international 

organizations and world leaders. It seems impossible that the average person can make an 

impact. Should you just give up? No! Change starts with you. Seriously. Every human on earth—

even the most indifferent, laziest person among us—is part of the solution. Fortunately, there are 
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some super easy things we can adopt into our routines that, if we all do it, will make a big 

difference.” 

From this assertion, it is apparent that it takes deliberate effort working on achieving at least 

eight UN sustainable development goals to escape poverty. 

The Case for the People of Mwambezi Village - Zambia 

Going by the multidimensional poverty index (MDI) the people of Mwambezi village are 

absolutely impoverished. Following is an exposition of this impoverishment relative to health, 

education and standard of living. 

Health 

The people of Mwambezi village are commonly described as subsistence or peasant farmers. 

That means each family grows their own crop for home consumption. As a result, each family is 

only able to grow enough for consumption and does not have extra for sale to generate some 

cash. This situation has a bearing on nutrition and child health. Without a crop sold the people do 

not have the money they so much need every season for purchasing inputs, especially fertilizer, 

for their crop. Fertilizer is the main input. If a family does not have fertilizer, guaranteed, they 

will not have a crop to harvest, and they will face a year without food. 

Education 

The second challenge the people of Mwambezi village face is taking children to school. In order 

to attend school children have to walk 12 km to the nearest school. 12 km does not seem much 

for an athletic adult. But for a child it is not easy. This is a barrier to education for most children 

at Mwambezi village. Further, before a child can attend school, they must pay a school fee, buy 
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new uniform and have school supplies. This is a nightmare for most families. Most families do 

not just have the money to afford taking children to school. 

As a result, there are generations of children, teenagers and adults growing up without formal 

education. This leads to hopeless and helpless lives. For anyone who knows the value of formal 

education, it is not easy to see people wasting their lives because without formal education they 

cannot get any gainful work, in turn they are not able to take their children to school down the 

road. A vicious circle of poverty continues from generation to generation. 

Standard of Living 

Thirdly, Mwambezi village people, especially single women, do not have decent housing. Most 

families live in mud huts with dirty floors and grass thatching. For some huts owned by such 

families as single mothers the roofs leak when it rains. And if there were a flood, the mud huts 

risk collapsing and being carried away. Further, the community has no electricity, fetches water 

from a stream that is soiled due to soil erosion; and uses pit latrines for sanitation.  

United Nations goals that need to be achieved for the people of Mwambezi village 

An examination of Mwambezi village relative to the UN sustainable development goals reviews 

that sixteen UN sustainable development goals need to be achieved for the people of Mwambezi 

village. The following table highlights these goals. 
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Priority UN Goals that need to be achieved for the people of Mwambezi village 

Goal No. UN Goal Priority UN Goals 

that need to be 

achieved for the 

people of Mwambezi 

village 

1 No poverty Yes 

2 Zero hunger Yes 

3 Good health and well-being Yes 

4 Quality education Yes 

5 Gender equality Yes 

6 Clean water and sanitation Yes 

7 Affordable and clean energy Yes 

8 Decent work and economic growth Yes 

9 Industry innovation and infrastructure Yes 

10 Reduced inequalities Yes 

11 Sustainable cities and communities Yes 

12 Responsible consumption and production Yes 

13 Climate action Yes 

14 Life below water No 

15 Life on land Yes 

16 Peace, justice and strong institutions Yes 

17 Partnerships for the goals Yes 

 

With good leadership, a community determined to see change and generous global support these 

goals can be achieved within a span of thirty six months. 
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Taking Action for the People of Mwambezi Village 

Ntungo Noble Projects Inc. was incorporated on February 9, 2017 as a Canadian based nonprofit 

organization dedicated to mobilizing support and implementing poverty relief and prevention 

projects and initiatives in Zambian villages focusing on child education, food security, health and 

low-cost housing. The first beneficiary of the Ntungo Noble poverty relief project is Mwambezi 

village located 12 km south-west from Mbala town and 1000 kilometers from Lusaka, the capital 

city of Zambia. Ntungo Noble’s focus for the people of Mwambezi village is education, health, 

food security, water, energy, housing, and sustainable community development. 

In order to address these causes and achieve at least seven of the UN sustainable 

development goals for the people of Mwambezi village Ntungo Noble Projects Inc. is working 

with the community to implement the following projects:          

 School Construction 

 Medical Clinic Construction 

 Grain Storage Facilities Construction 

 Safe Water Supply/Borehole Drilling 

 Electrification/Solarization 

 Low-Cost Housing Development 

 Community Centre Development 

 Tree Planting 

 

Budget 

The budget for achieving these eight projects is $710 000. 
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Sustainability Action Plan 

The grassroots people at Mwambezi village are organized as Ntungo Agricultural Cooperative 

Society. In order to ensure that all the UN goals are achieved for the people of Mwambezi village 

Ntungo Noble Projects Inc. will continually work with the grassroots people to develop, achieve 

and maintain the following programs:      

 Education for girls 

 Medical access for children and the elderly 

 Commerce for youth 

 Housing for women 

 Health and nutrition education for women 

 Entrepreneurship for all 

 Tree planting 

 Safe water supply 

 Farming input supply 

 Village electrification/lighting 

Partnerships for the goals 

The UN sustainable development goal number seventeen is a partnership for the goals goal. 

Ntungo Noble Projects Inc. seeks partnerships with individuals, families, corporations and 

organizations to achieve its mission of lifting the people of Mwambezi village out of poverty.  

To this end Ntungo Noble Projects Inc. has constituted a Board of Directors, a project team of 

volunteers, created a website for disseminating information, and continues to develop and build a 

network of supporters from around the globe. The network of supporters being mobilized 

includes women, men and youths as well as family and corporate philanthropists. In as much as 
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this work is challenging we believe that the solution lies in widely sharing the cause trusting that 

there are people that will learn about, and related to, the plight of the people of Mwambezi 

village and respond most importantly with financial support. 

Life beyond Poverty 

What a dream! Ntungo Noble Projects Inc. anticipates that once the UN sustainable goals are 

achieved for the people of Mwambezi village, the following will be the norm: 

 Increased literacy and numeracy rates 

 Enhanced health for all, especially children and women 

 Food security for all households, including those headed by women 

 Decent accommodation for all, including single women 

 Gainful entrepreneurial employment for youth and adults, including women 

 Quality village infrastructure including school, clinic, community centre, water supply, grain 

and food storage facilities 

 Safe and adequate village water supply 

 Health and safe environment resulting from tree planting 

 Enduring economic base for the village community 
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Summing Up 

The case for poverty relief project for the people of Mwambezi village – Zambia must sum up 

with a call for partners-in-action. Ntungo Noble Projects Inc. is extending a call to individuals, 

families, corporations, government and nongovernment organizations to join and support our 

efforts to lift the people of Mwambezi village out of poverty. Several options are available for 

your response.  

 

General feedback or additional information: Write: admin@ntungonoble.org 

Visit: www.ntungonoble.org  

 

Donation by Cheque: Mwambezi Village Project 

Ntungo Noble Projects, Inc. 

23 Kingfisher Crescent 

Winnipeg, MB. R3Y 0C7 

 

Donation by Credit Card/Pay Pal:  http://www.ntungonoble.org/fundraising  

 

Thank you. 

  

mailto:admin@ntungonoble.org
http://www.ntungonoble.org/
http://www.ntungonoble.org/fundraising
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EDUCATION IMPROVES LIFE 

Give these children the gift of education by 

BUILDING THEM A SCHOOL  

Be a Friend of Mwambezi Village and make a 

Donation at 

https://www.ntungonoble.org    


